
 

Minutes 
 
 
 

Affordable Community Task Force Meeting  
held at City of Penticton Committee Room A 

171 Main Street, Penticton, B.C. 
 

Tuesday, August 10, 2015  
at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Present: Andrew Jakubeit, Mayor 

Judy Sentes, Councillor 
  Cheryl Roepcke, BC Housing Representative 
  Carol Sudchak, Canadian Home Builders Association South Okanagan Representative 

Garry Gratton, South Okanagan Real Estate Board Representative 
  Marjorie King, Member at Large 
  Susan Mulligan, Member at Large 
  Kevin Ritcey, Member at Large 
  Linda Sankey, Member at Large 
  Heather Shedden, Member at Large 
         
Staff:  Eric Sorensen, CAO 

Jules Hall, Director of Development Services 
Blake Laven, Planning Manager 

  Lindsey Fraser, Planner 
  Simone Blais, Communications Officer 
  Lorraine Williston, Corporate Committee Secretary 
 
Guest:  Debbie Scarborough, Executive Director, SOWINS 
  Scott Mayhew 
  Jordy Ydse   
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

The Affordable Community Task Force was called to order by Judy Sentes at 10:03 a.m. 
 
2. Adoption of Agenda 
 
 It was MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the Affordable Community Task Force adopt the agenda for the meeting held on 
August 10, 2015 as amended (refer to item 5.3). 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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3. Adoption of Minutes 
 
It was MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Affordable Community Task Force adopt the minutes of the April 28, 2015 meeting 
as circulated. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

4. Business Arising from Prior Meetings 
 
4.1 Memorandum of Understanding with BC Housing – Staff Update 
 
The Planning Manager updated the Task Force on the MOU with BC Housing and confirmed 
Council has given their support for the project which will be located on the city owned 
property on Brunswick Street currently being used as a parking lot. The Planning Manager 
confirmed BC Housing will be responsible for preparing the request for proposal and the next 
steps in moving forward includes the city’s property disposition process and community 
engagement.  Staff will provide regular updates on the progress. 
 

5. New Business 
 

5.1 Urban Matters Report Overview - Staff 
 
The Planning Manager presented a review of the draft Urban Matters report that included 
information on challenges, definitions of affordable housing, smart growth and sustainable 
housing, urban planning, key considerations, solutions, the four levers and how to approach 
facilitation.    
 
5.2 Task Force Discussion – Report and Next Steps 
 
Round table Task Force discussion on the contents of the draft report and the following points 
were noted: 
 Focus needs to be on working young/single families and the working poor 
 Recommendations and directives should be clear and focused 
 Culture around affordable housing needs to be changed in the community 
 Report does show the complexity of the issue and contains good points on income vs. 

affordability.  Provides a good baseline of what affordable housing looks like and what the 
key elements are in facilitating that 

 Report did a good job of identifying our gaps of missing information about our 
community 

 Terminology needs to be simplified and streamlined 
 Report should be more ‘Penticton’ specific  
 Need to set specific priorities 
 Would like to see 6-8 strong recommendations provided by Urban Matters  
 More information on a co-op model and expansion on a ’lease to own’ model 
 Seasonal accommodation – provide incentives for individuals to upgrade their housing 
 Missing information on connecting with organizations  
 Would like a glossary describing terminology in report 
 Information on examples of how this problem has been solved in other cities  
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The CAO requested the task force bring forward two recommendations on affordability to be 
considered during this year’s budget session for example: recommendations for research and 
development, resources, community consultation, communication and community input. 
 
The Planner summarized the Task Force’s priorities as follows: 
 Research and development 
 Inventory of land 
 Growth assessment 
 Identifying the gaps and filling in the gaps  
 
The Planner confirmed a summary update will be provided to the Task Force and a second 
draft of the Urban Matters report once that has been received. 
 
5.3 Delegate - SOWINS 
 
The Executive Director for the South Okanagan in Need Society (SOWINS) provided some 
background information about their organization.   SOWINS offers programs to help women 
and children overcome the effects of abuse and provides employment programs. Through the 
assistance of Interior Health, SOWINS operates a 14 bed transition home and coordinates safe 
homes in the community.  The Executive Director stated they have a serious need for second 
stage and affordable housing.  They are working with BC Housing for a second stage housing 
project consisting of a 10-12 unit apartment building and they are fundraising towards that 
goal and are looking for support and collaboration with the City and other organizations.  A 
question and answer period followed. 
 

6. Council Outcome 
 

Council Resolution 255/2015 from the minutes dated March 31, 2015 and Council Resolution 
256/2015 and 257/2015 from the minutes dated April 28, 2015 were received.  
 

7. Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 
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